SITA TRUST’S QEII
FIELDS FUND

10th September 2013

A review of SITA Trust’s Queen Elizabeth II
Fields Fund distributed in 2012 and 2013
SITA Trust joined Fields in Trust in supporting their programme
to protect playing fields from development. Funds were
provided to physically improve many public amenities once
deeds of dedication had been secured through Fields in Trust.
This review summarises the outputs
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SITA TRUST’S QEII FIELDS FUND

BACKGROUND
In 2011, at a meeting of the Association of Distributive and Environmental Bodies board (ADEB), Fields in Trust
(FIT) presented their plans to find 2012 fields which would be protected against any future development
through a deed of dedication. Known as the Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge, this was to be the most
successful engagement and land protection programme ever run by Fields in Trust. With the Duke of
Cambridge as patron, the intention was to create a grassroots legacy across the UK from 2012’s big events:
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the London Olympic & Paralympic Games.
SITA Trust was attracted to this ground breaking programme and, in a desire also to mark the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee, agreed to make £1,000,000 available in 2012 to help physically improve the protected
amenities. In 2013, a further £750,000 was made available to support even more protected amenities.

STRUCTURE OF SITA TRUST’S QEII FIELDS FUND
Upon receipt of the deed of dedication, each organisation was advised about the availability of SITA Trust’s
fund. In 2012, the fund had two strands:
i.
ii.

Volunteer support fund – designed to help volunteers obtain the necessary means to undertake
improvements. The grant value was limited to £5,000
Major works fund – designed to enable more significant works which required contractors and/or
heavy plant etc. The grant value was limited to £25,000

In 2013 the single fund available was entitled “QEII Fields Fund” and was limited to £25,000 per application.
There were 6 application deadline dates for the Volunteer support fund and 3 per annum for the other funds.
Applicants were generally advised of their success or otherwise within 60 days of the application deadline
date.

PROGRAMME OUTCOMES
APPLICATION NUMBERS AND VALUES
In total, SITA Trust exceeded the overall programme value by over £66,000 and awarded £1,816,748 over
the two years.
97 applicants were successful representing 36% of the total number. The value of awarded funds was 33%
of the total application value.
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These ratios are in line with SITA Trust’s other programmes, all of which are oversubscribed. 97 different
communities around the country have been able to enjoy the benefits of winning funds from SITA Trust and, as
we shall see later in this short report, a large number of people will use the funded amenities.

Value

Number

Successful

Successful

APPLICANTS
The types of organisation applying were many and varied as might have been expected. The successful
applicants have been grouped as follows:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

Parish councils – “exactly what it says on the tin”
Other councils – all at a higher tier than parish Councils including town, borough, district, unitary
and one county
Other – includes a wide range of organisations such as “friends of”, trusts, associations and
community groups
Sport organisations – readily identified as such

The breakdown of successful applicants by type is as follows:
10

Parish Council

37
23

Other Council

Other

27

Sports organisation

Page 3

SITA TRUST’S QEII FIELDS FUND

PRESS RELEASE
21/05/2013 10:26: Diamond Jubilee funding boost for Broxbourne Borough
Council

The community of Waltham Cross, Hertfordshire, is today celebrating the news that it has received a
£24,975 funding boost from SITA Trust’s QE2 Fields Fund to develop the Cedar Park's play trail.

SITA Trust set up the funding programme for sites that have been
protected through the Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge – which
aimed to protect 2012 playing fields by the end of 2012 as a
celebration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. Broxbourne Borough
Council signed up to the Challenge, preserving Cedars Park for
future generations to enjoy. SITA Trust funding will ensure that this
site is the best it can be for those future generations. The park is
guaranteed legal protection for at least 99 years having been granted Queen Elizabeth II Playing Field
status.
Councillor Mrs Hazel Jackson said: “I’m delighted that the Council signed up to the Queen Elizabeth II Fields
Challenge, consolidating its commitment to improving Cedars Park, the Borough's flagship park, for the
community. The SITA Trust grant allows the Council to develop a play trail within the park, including play
animals and a 'look out' play hill, to compliment a range of other park improvements which the Council and
the Heritage and Big Lottery Fund are currently delivering. I’m sure the new facilities will be very popular
with local families, including the many children who visit the park to learn to ride their bikes and play
outside, or Cedars Park children’s activities like the Friends of Cedars Park Junior Ranger Club or Wildlife
Group.”

PROJECTS BY SIZE
Successful project application values are grouped in bands of £5,000 and demonstrate a very broad spread
of sizes.

£25k
£20k-£25k
£15k-£20k
£10k-£15k
£5k-£10k
0-£5k
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PROJECTS BY TYPE
The successful projects have been grouped as follows:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.

Playgrounds – generally for younger children
Park facilities – including benches, landscaping works, paths etc
Playing fields – drainage, pitch improvements etc
Outdoor gyms
Pavilions/Halls – improvements to buildings rather than open spaces
Single sport – tennis, cricket, rugby etc, equipment projects
MUGA – multi use games areas, generally for older children and young adults

Charts of projects by type and number reveal a high proportion of playgrounds:
4

6

Playground

6

Park facilities

7

Playing field

46

Outdoor gym
Pavilion/hall

14

Single sport
MUGA

14

USERS
Applicants were asked to estimate the number of users of their amenity after completion of the project which
is then translated into cost per user in the final chart:
Users
Park facilities

253,450

Playground

122,670

Playing field

21,083

Outdoor gym

16,643

Single sport

11,710

MUGA

6,996

Pavilion/hall

4,749

Total

437,301
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PRESS RELEASE
14/05/2013 14:22: Funding Boost for Modbury Association of Recreation &
Sport

Modbury Association of Recreation & Sport is today celebrating the
news that it has received a £5,000.00 funding boost from SITA
Trust's QE2 Fields Fund for their project "Recreation Field Immediate
Improvement Plan "
Modbury Association of Recreation & Sport signed up to the
Challenge, preserving their playing field for future generations to
enjoy. SITA Trust funding will ensure that this site is the best it can be
for those future generations.
This is a multi-faceted project comprising a list of immediate and relatively small scale improvements
planned for the field. Central to this are some essential repairs and improvements to the site's solitary
building (decorating and improving the toilet facilities). On the field itself, some essential fencing work is
required to reduce the impact on both ball games and site hedgerows caused by lost balls whilst a second
hand ride on mower will support the continued voluntary maintenance of the field. On the site entry points
the provision of modern, appropriate and eye catching signage will increase awareness and further site
usage.
Paul Romney, the coordinator of this project for the Modbury Association of Recreation & Sport said this has
been a hugely important investment by SITA Trust for our Recreation Field project. It has allowed us to make
some real progress across a number of areas, allowing us to improve the facilities we offer and the overall
experience of the Recreation Field for our community.

COST PER USER
£1
£8

Pavilion/hall

£18
£8

MUGA
Playing field
Single sport
Outdoor gym

£8
£13
£10

Playground
Park facilities
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SUMMARY
The quality and variety of the projects funded through SITA Trust’s Queen Elizabeth II Fields Fund has been
remarkable. An overall investment of circa £1.8 million will enable over hundreds of thousands of people to
enjoy improved amenities for many years to come.
The partnership of SITA Trust with Fields in Trust firmly demonstrates the immense value of the Landfill
Communities Fund to communities throughout the country.
SITA Trust Ltd
The Coach House
Eastwood Park
Falfield
South Glos GL12 8DA
E; info@sitatrust.org.uk
W: www.sitatrust.org.uk
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